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Voters Embrace Charter School Expansion
Oklahomans view competition as a way to improve schools

 Fully 75% of Oklahoma voters want to give 
rural families the ability to send their children to 
a public charter school. This support covers the 
entire state with 78% of those in the Oklahoma City 
market being supportive as are 74% of those in the 
Tulsa market. While Republicans (82% favor) and 
Tea Party adherents (87% favor) lead the charge, 
they are joined by minority voters (80%), registered 
Democrats (68% favor vs. 16% oppose), Tea Party 
opponents (66% favor vs. 24% oppose) as well as 
critical swing voters such as Republicans who 
support the more moderate candidate in a primary 
(79% favor) and Democrats giving President 
Obama poor job performance marks (78% favor). 
 As one might expect, support for expansion 
of charter schools to rural Oklahoma is greatest 
among those voters most likely to have a school-age 
child. Among those under 65 years of age, support 
is 82%. This drops to 68% among those between the 
ages of 65 and 74 and to 59% among those over 75. 
However, among NO age group does opposition 
reach even 20%. Older voters are much less likely 
than their younger counterparts to hold a position. 
 While not the sole reason, much of the 
support for expanding availability of charter schools 
is a strong belief among voters that competition 
helps improve public schools. By better than 
a three-to-one margin, voters believe that 

competition, such as that offered by charter schools, 
can improve our schools (68% competition improves 
schools; 21% competition does not improve schools).  
 As one would expect, this free-market type of 
approach appeals to those with a history of voting in 
Republican primaries (73% competition helps) and 
the 34% of Oklahoma voters who support the Tea 
Party (81%); however, these groups are supported 
by others across the spectrum, including 66% of the 
29% of Oklahomans who disagree with the Tea Party, 
63% of Democrat primary voters and 61% of those 
who say societal issues such as education and health 
care are the most important to them. The belief in 
competition in schools so permeates the electorate 
that it is overwhelmingly embraced by both those 
thinking Barack Obama is doing an excellent job (67% 
competition helps vs. 19% competition does not help),
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and those thinking the President is 
doing poorly (73% competition helps  
vs. 17% competition does not help). 
 Aside from partisanship and 
ideology, the other great divide in 
Oklahoma is geographic. When it 
comes to wanting competition as a 
tool for improving schools, however, 
we see broad support.  Whether 
someone defines themselves as 
living in an urban neighborhood 
(72% competition helps); suburban 
community (64% competition helps), 
small town (70% competition helps) 
or a rural part of the state (69% 
competition helps) we see each 
part of the state with overwhelming 
support and no more than a quarter 
of the electorate in any of these 
regions holding the opposite view. 
Using our traditional divide of the two 
metro areas against the rest of the 
state, we see those outside the area 
slightly more supportive (70% helps). 

 Further education about 
charter schools will undoubtedly 
improve the support for expansion. 
More than a third of voters indicate 
they are not at all familiar with 
charters (36%), but those who are 
more familiar are the most adamant 
they be expanded. Even among those 
who are familiar, there is significant 
misunderstanding. Only 29% of 
Oklahoma voters can correctly say 
that charter schools are funded with 
tax dollars like other schools, while 
8% incorrectly assert they are funded 
by parent-paid tuition. A plurality 

of Oklahomans (44%) mistakenly 
believes that these schools are paid 
by a mixture of tax dollars and parent 
tuition. With this misconception 
cleared-up, one can readily see 
support for expansion also improving. 
 At the end of the day, the 
reason voters support charter school 
expansion is because they want 
better educational opportunities for 
the state’s children. Those able to rate 
charter schools see them as doing a 
better job than traditional schools 
statewide or even their local school. 
Overall, 90% of voters are able to 
rate “public schools throughout 
Oklahoma” with 25% giving them 
a grade of an “A” or a “B” and 18% 
giving them a grade of a “D” (13%) 
or an “F” (5%). When it comes to 
“public schools in your community”, 
we see much higher grades with 
half giving “A” (13%) or “B” (37%) 
grades and only 13% giving “D” or “F”.  
 While only half of voters are 
able to rate charter schools, among 
those giving grades, 63% give charters 
an “A” or “B” with 12%  giving them a “D” 
or an “F”. Charter schools receive their 
highest grades in central Oklahoma 
where 61% are able to grade charter 
schools and among those who do, 
73% give them either an “A” or a “B”. 
Similarly, among minority voters, 
65% are able to rate charter schools 
and 51% give an “A” or “B” rating.  
 For decades in the past, and 
likely decades to come, education has 
been one of the top three issues for 
Oklahoma voters. This study reveals 
that voters want competition and 
charter schools to be a key component 
of improvement. This aspect of 
education can provide any candidate 
for office, regardless of ideological, 
partisan or geographic persuasion, the 
ability to connect with voters without 
broaching the more controversial 
issues of taxation and spending.  
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Key 
Facts

• Support for charter 
schools transcends 
traditional 
ideological divides 
as minoirties join 
with Tea Party 
enthusiasts in 
intense support.

• Republican 
primary voters are 
among the most 
supportive.

• By better than a 
3-to-1 margin, 
voters support 
allowing charters 
in rural Oklahoma.

• Those able to rate 
charter schools 
give them better 
grades than they 
do public schools 
on the whole and 
public schools 
in their own 
community.  

• Education is still 
needed as most 
Oklahomans 
believe parents 
have to pay at 
least some tuition 
to attend these 
public schools.
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1. People have different ideas about competition among public schools. Which of the 
following is closer to what you think? (Rotate) Some people believe that competition 
can help improve all schools, while other people believe that competition hurts schools. 
Which do you believe?      
  Competition can help improve all schools    68% 
  Competition won’t help improve public schools   21% 
  Undecided (vol)         11% 

2. Would you favor or oppose allowing families in rural Oklahoma being allowed to send 
their children to free public charter schools? 
  Favor    75% 
  Oppose   13% 
  Undecided (vol.)  12% 

3. What is your understanding of how charter schools are funded? Please choose what you 
think is the best answer. 
  Parents pay tuition            8% 
  Charter schools receive tax funds like other Oklahoma public schools 29% 
  Mixture of parent tuition and tax funds       44% 
  Undecided (vol.)            19% 
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During his more than 20 years with Cole Hargrave Snodgrass & Associates, Pat McFerron has supervised polling 
and telephone voter contact programs in more than 40 states – including polling for numerous successful 
gubernatorial, U.S. Senate, congressional and legislative clients throughout the nation.  McFerron has been the 
pollster for all of the recent successful OKC initiatives, including Big League City, MAPs for Kids and MAPs 3, as well 
as Oklahoma’s historic right-to-work effort and many other state questions.  McFerron also oversees marketing 
research projects for CHS clients who range from Fortune 100 companies to non-profits, universities and 
entrepreneurial start-ups.
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Phone: (405) 415-3017
E-Mail: Pat@chs-inc.com 
Address: Post Office Box 2034
  Oklahoma City, OK 73101
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This edition of Sooner Survey was taken February 23-
28, 2014. It was a telephone survey of 500 registered 

voters in Oklahoma, including those on mobile lines. The 
confidence interval associated with this sample is that 
95% of the time, the results are within 4.3% of the true 

values. 
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